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"SCIENCE "W"IT:::S:: PRACTICE_" 
VOL. VII.] AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, AMES, row A, SEPTEMBER. 1879. N0.7. 
LITERARY. 
TO MAY. 
[Read before the Cliolian Society by Dora Sayles.] 
You came among us when the earth 
Still lay in winter's cold embrace, 
Bringing the thought of summer days, 
In the sweet sunshine of your face. 
We only saw your beauty, May, 
Your fresh, young innocence and truth; 
We never thought that death could claim 
The tender blossom of your youth. 
We hoped to see your mind expand 
, To fuller beauty, in the years 
That kept you with us-now our eyes 
Are dimm!ld with bitter, blinding tears. 
But still, in this dear hall you graced, 
We feel again your presence bright, 
As memory turns the hearts of all 
Back to another, happier night, 
When your sweet voice made sweeter still 
'fhe music of the poet's lay, 
"The angels may," we heard your words, 
"Roll the stone from its grave away." 
"Some sweet hope "-were your hopes in heav'n, 
While yet we held you here on earth, 
Your soul unknown to those you loved, 
l'reparing for its second birth r 
"It might have been,"" It might-have been," 
But God knows best, and so to-night 
Perhaps 'tis better that we mourn 
In darkness while you walk in light. 
Our loving hearts refuse to see 
The dark, dark days, the funeral pall, 
But look above where thou art gone, 
For His dear care is over all. 
LONELINESS. 
TOM BURKE. 
Oh, the cheerless earth! What a solitude 
It is when we can see it only in 
The shadow of disappointed hope! How 
Dismal are the tired sounds of Nature, 
·when our feelings vibrate with the dreary 
Things around us! The mighty forest that 
Swells in the wandering wind, the giant trees 
That mock their lonely echoes, and the sad 
Sighing of the breeze among the moving 
Boughs, all mingle in a desolate dirge, 
Until they sound like lost spirits moaning 
In the awful immensity of a 
,vorld. Mountains, gloomy spires of continents, 
Mimic back t.he doleful murmm:ings of the 
Woodland, an(l their rugged cliffs conspire to 
Darken the desolation that surrounds 
'fhem. The valley, strange and shadowv in the 
Dim mists of evening, ans·wers only to . 
The night-bird's scream, or the rippling of the 
Murky river as it creeps silently 
Down between the over-hanging hills. 
But, 
More profoundi:,; the cold loneliness of 
0 cean. 'J'he rocky shores murmur responsive 
To the restless waves that break upon their 
Base. Rolling in over the sea comes the 
Hollow wail of waters, and up from the 
Mystic mansions of the deep is heard a 
Sound <'f billows singing a requiem 
O'er the millions that lie buried far down 
In its mysterious caverns. But the dead 
Rest undisturbed. Sounds of surge and sea can 
Never wake them from their dark abode, nor 
Whispering night-winds tell the story of their 
Fate. Unnumbered and unknown they sank down 
Amid the heartless waves to find a home 
Among the finny tribes. And, friendless, there 
They slumber on beneath the coral tombs 
'fhat ,mark their graves in the deep labyrinths 
Of the lonely ocean. 
The universe 
Around us is a solitude, where poor 
Des ponding mortals cloud the only ray 
That shines to soothe them. When no kind friend is 
Near, and back from the burial place of 
Cherished hope, there comes an echo of the 
Past, it shadows o'er us like a funeral 
Pall at midnight, and musing sadly on 
'file future we darken desolation 
With our dreams. 
Alone in the world, all its 
Gloom steals in to swell our sorrow. Then the 
W oodlanus lend their shadows and their sighs; the 
Mountains, Time's hoary monuments, look down 
As if in pity, and from their rocky 
Ribs there seems to come a sympathyzing 
Groan. River, hill, and valley, combine their 
Voices in a mournful sound, that seems like 
Winds of autumn murmuring o'er the mysteries 
Of the tomb. And the ocean,-the wide, wide 
Ocean! its awful form confounds us, and 
Its gloomy shadows gather 'round us, till 
We fain would hide beneath its wandering waves, 
And lose ourselves in the vast loneliness 
Of eternity. 
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE:--AMISNOMER. 
BY A. G. RICHOL. 
In the Report of the Bureau of Education for 1871, an 
inquiry is started as to what would be the appropriate name of 
that class of state institutions which were founded by the 
Congressional land grant of 1862. The Commissioner uses this 
language: "The newspapers and the public generally use the 
term 'Agricultural College,' which is not only incorrect, hut 
injitrious, because it ch~rishes a notion that these foundations 
are only for the promotion of agricultural education. The term 
'Colleges of Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts,' would be 
much more appropriate, though not quite comprehensive 
enough, and it is too long a phrase to become popular. As these 
Institutions are largely indebted to the bounty of the National 
Government, and are called upon to make an annual report of 
their progress, it seems fit that this fact should be employed to 
distinguish the group from other kindred foundations which 
have no Congressional aid. The term •National' schools of 
science (or scientific schools) has been proposed as a generic 
designation. Either 'National,' 'Governmental,' or 'United 
States,' would seem to be a suitable prefix for the- class of 
colleges and schools which are so largely indebted to the Con-
gressional endowment. It is to be hoped that by the action of 
the Department, or by common consent of the authorities of the 
various Institutions, some designation more correct than Agri-
cultural College will come into vogue." (See Report of Com-
missioner of Education, 1871, p. 431.) 
Out of a list of 37 states which have founded colleges in 
accordance with the Act of Congress of 1862, only 9 are set 
clown as having the chartered name of "Agricultural College." 
We infer from this that those active in organizing these Insti-
tutions in the several states have, as a general rule, clearly com-
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prehended the intent and scope of the law, and have deliberately 
avoided the name "Agricultural College" as a misnomer and as 
likely to be injurious, because it must cherish the notion that 
thesefoundatfons are only for the promotion of agricultural 
education. It is possible that in those states where the name 
has been avoided from the beginning, no such absurd notion has 
prevailed, notwithstanding the persistent blunderings of the 
newspapers on the subject; but in our state where the name 
has been adopted, and the people have naturally accepted it in 
its literal import, it has been a constant source of misapprehen-
sion, and no slight embarrassment to the success of the schooL 
People talk in this way: Is it not the" Iowa State Agricul-
tural College"? Well, then, what is conveyed in that name? 
Does it not mean that it is an Iowa Institution, and that the 
yeomanry of the state are heavily taxed for its support? Well, 
its name also indicates that it is the farmers' college, and we 
have no objection to maintain it with our money if it will stick 
to its primitive intent and send out skilled farmers into the state. 
Only recently one of the most prominent lawyers in this region 
was heard to say: The farmers of this state are heavily taxed 
for that Agricultural College, and it ought to do for them a 
kind of work it does not touch. I heard that remark, but, com-
ing from a lawyer, it so stunned me that I could not reply. It 
seemed that he was so far under the illusion of the name that 
he did not know that not one cent of tax is levied on any citizen 
of the state of Iowa for the maintenance of that Institution; 
and, having never read the organic law, it would have been a 
startling revelation of his ignorance to have told him that, 
according to that law, the college is not, and never can be, a 
farmers' college. 
I was at one time approached by a member of the Iowa 
legislature, in respectable standing 1 have reason to believe, 
with the complaint that the original intent of the Agricultural 
College had been totally missed; that it ought not to be a college 
at all; that its legitimate work was to experiment on the best 
kinds of soil, and grain, and vegetables, and fruit, and cattle, 
and scatter its discoveries broad-cast over the state. He did 
not know that the Act of Congress of 18fi2 expressly establishes 
colleges, and that the work he alluded to could not consistently 
be done by the nation's part in the enterprise, although very 
properly the business of the experimental farm which the state 
of Iowa has appended to the school. 
I am a plain man, and on this subject I could most heartily 
wish that the public mind were not constantly misled by the 
misfortune of a name. The way, of course, to ascertain the 
design and scope of any educational foundation, whether of the 
stateorofthenation, would be to goto the organic law. The Agri-
cultural College is not a state institution in the sense in which 
the University is a state institution. It is a creature of the 
United States. Congress, in 1872, made an enormous grant of 
land to every state in the Union-30,000 acres for every Repre-
sentative and Senator in Congress. By this Act there fell to the 
state of Iowa 240,000 acres of land, an immense endowment-
to q note the exact words of the Act-to establish, " at least one 
college where the leading object shall be, without excluding 
either scientific or classical studies * * to teach such branches 
of learning as are related to agriculture and the mechanic arts." 
It would be impossible. to construe this language so as to 
make it mean, an educational foundation for the special advan-
tage of the farming community. Congress did not mean to 
take any class of citizens under its wing to the disparage-
ment of the rest, not even so large and so important a class as 
the farming community. That would be to establish a danger-
ous precedent in our national legislation. The Act indeed 
mentions the industrial classes, lmt these must include all the 
laboring population of the state-and tht> Act mentions the 
professinm also. So no one can charge Congress in this matter 
with class legislation. 
The great national colleges which in this way have been 
ounded are open to all classes and any attempt by the authori-
ties, or even by the legislature of the State, so to shape their 
courses, and determine their appointments, as to make thJ:)m of 
exclusive or even special benefit to the farming community-in 
other words, in fact and in name Agricultural Colleges-would 
be opposed to the genius of our_ government, and would be pro-
nounced by any court of the land an infraction of the Congres-
sional law. Yet this notion is quite extensively entertained and 
not unfrequently Boards of Trustees are expressly elected to 
carry it out. 
The truth is, an intelligent reading of the law, with only the 
most obvious construction of each of its clauses, will reveal the 
intent of the framers to have been to endow institutions of 
learning all over the land that shall be of a predominantly 
scientific cast, in which the ruling element shall be the scientific 
course, not requiring the prolonged preparatory labor, ·and the 
proportio11al 0~1tlay of .means, incident to the old classical-course. 
As the Commissioner of Education has it, they are national 
schools of science and should be honestly so called. 
My neighbor, farmer Jones, still insists that they are Agricul-
tural Colleges; and he stubbornly sticks to it, the Commissioner 
of Eflucation and the Congressional law to the contrary not-
with:;tanding, that they ought to graduate fatmers, and inasmuch 
as they do not graduate farmers there is something wrong in. 
their organization. Well, but is not the Constitution of the U. 
S. and laws of Congress in pursuance therewith the supreme 
law of the land r 'fhese Institutions must be organized in ac-
cordance with the Congressional law. That law sets aside the 
interest fund "to the endownment, support, and maintenance 
of at least one college, where the leading object shall be, without 
excluding other scientific and classical Rtudies, and including 
military tactics, to teach such branches of learning as are rela-
ted to agriculture and the mechanic arts, in such a manner as 
the legislatures of the states may respectively provide"-now, 
pausing there, we shall_ find in the final clause a most explicit 
statement of the intent and character of the colleges thus 
founded-"in ordtr to promote the liberal and practical educa-
tion of the industrial classes in the several pursuits and 
professions of life." 
It is not necessary to go into a lengthy commentary on this 
language. 13ut this thing we must note. It does not say that 
the colleges thus founded must teach agriculture and the 
mechanic arts, but only "such branches of learning as are related 
to agriculture and the mechanic arts." Now all the sciences are 
related to agriculture and the mechanic arts-every one of them; 
and these at least it would be impossible to omit. But then that 
is only the leading object; the gist of the wh.ole is that the 
industrial classes may be fitted for "the several pursuits and 
professions of life." It is bringing an educational foundation 
within the reach of the industrial classes, arranging that, in the 
predominantly scientific character of its curriculum, their 
training may be eminently practical and utilitarian in its turn. 
Looked at in this light, the state is a great benefactor to its 
more aspiring young people who are not at the same time flush 
of means. It is easy to see that anything more than this must 
transcend the province of the state in the matter of education. 
Uncle Sam, as the dispenser of his big endowments, must above 
all be impartial to his children. If he makes provision for one 
trade or one profession without the cost of tuition, he must 
make a like provi<1ion for all. If he furnishes facilities and the 
teaching force to make a lawyer, or a doctor, or a farmer, or a 
printer, he ought, in all justice, to provide also for the making 
of a carpenter, a blacksmith, a shoe-maker, and a priest-if for 
one of the trades, then for all. He gets rid of this impossible 
task by prescribing the use to which his endowment is to be put, 
to wit, in a leading way, to the teaching of the sciences, that the 
education resulting therefrom may have a practical bent; and 
then by "not excluding other scientific and classical studies," to 
give the youth a regular scholastic outfit for any of the profes-
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sions he may see proper to enter. If this is uot the meaning of 
the law, I have lost the faculty of interpreting words. 
An eminent lawyer of the state recently told me that the 
legislature must sooner or later recognize this principle, that no 
state institution can fairly specialize in its work. If one class is 
fostered, there is obvious injustice to another, and it is abso-
lutely impossible to make large endowments for all. Therefore 
it is not simply wise but imperative, that all the appliances and 
appointments of these institutions should keep rigidly in view 
the most general intellectual equipment of all the youth that 
come to them "for the several pursuits and professions of life." 
This is the just view of the matter, but we know it will not be 
so accepted by the agricultural portion of our citizens with 
regard to the great national college established in their midst, 
so long as the name Agricultural College is retained. "We urge 
that the name be changed, because, in the language of the 
Commissioner of Education as it stands, "it is not only incorrect, 
but injurious, as it cherishes the notion that these foundations 
are only for the promotion of agricultural education." 
EMEUSON. 
English critics say that even in America, which country 
has not the reputation of overlooking or underrating the merits 
of her childreu, Mr. Emerson is too little known and admired. 
Some of the aforesaid English critics do him the honor to con-
sider him the founder of purely American· literature, or, more 
properly, the literature of the United t'.ltates. They tell us we 
never had a national literature uefore Emerson's time, and also 
that our literature has now but few national peculiarities. vVe 
will dispute neither statement, uut we will take the liberty 
of reminding them that if we have the habit of never over-
looking or. underrating the merits of our fellow-countrymen, we 
came honestly by it, for we are an offshoot of the English 
nation. 
Emerson now lives at Goncord, Massachusetts. He has 
been a preacher, lecturer, essayi:-;t, and poet for many years, and 
is spending his old age in the quiet village which has been the 
home i,f so niany famous men. vVhen quite young he was 
ordained a Unitarian minister, and preached for some years in 
Boston. Ile had a fair chance to inherit the ministerial vent, 
for both his father and grandfather were Unitarian ministers. 
By and by, however, the religions opinions of their young min-
ister became too liberal to please the good people of his church, 
and he was forced to seek a fresh field of labor. While his dis-
courses were el_oquent and well-finished, they were so plain and 
direct as to be appreciated by the most simple-minded of his 
hearers. He is a man who makes it a rnle to speak the truth in 
the most direct manner, and simple truth is more easily under-
stood by most of us than the varnished article. 
While he was yet a comparatively young man, Mr. Emer-
son left Boston and took up his residence in Concord. His fare-
well lines to Boston are: 
"Good-bye to Flattery's fawning face, 
To Grandeur with his wide grimace, 
To upstart Wealth's averted eye, 
To supple Office, low and high; 
To crowded halls, to court and street, 
To frozen hearts and hasting feet; 
To those who go and those who come; 
Good-bye, proud world! I'm going home. 
"I'm going to my own hearth-stone, 
Bosomed in yon green hills alone, 
A secret nook in a pleasant land, 
Whose groves the frolic fairies planned, 
Where arches &'reen, the livelong day, 
Echo the blacknird's roundelay, 
And vulgar feet have never trod 
A spot that is sacred to thought and God." 
For many years his home has been the "old Manse," in 
Concord. In its little study he lias written his poems and 
essays, and thought some of his thoughts. I say some advisedly, 
for Emerson is a noted walker. He spends many hours of each 
day in the fields and woods about Uoncord. I.le ~eems to be a 
man who thinks best when in ·motion and having a plenty 
of fresh air to breathe. His essays abound with spicy remarks. 
For instance: "The Frenchman invented the ruffle; the Eng-
lislunan added the shirt." Or: "These Saxons are the hands 
of mankind." Often his meaning seems a little obscure, but 
oftener his sayings are short, sharp, and to the point, like those 
quoted. He has been termed the American Carlyle, but this, 
of course, implies that he is an imitator of the English essayist, 
which he is not. He might, however, be very properly called 
onfl of the same school of writers. He and Carlyle were fast 
friends when Emerson traveled in England. His works consist 
of essays, addresses and poems. They are said to be selections 
from his diaries. A diary is his constant companion, and those. 
which he has written form an important part of his library. 
Some are large and have staid at home on the desk-receptacles' 
for the thoughts of his quiet hours, lJul, the little ones have· 
traveled with him-so.me of them in the Old World, some of 
them about the hills and woods of Concord only. All are full 
of thoughts of his own or of others, notes of travel, accounts 
of celeurated persons, etc. In this one particular, at least, he is 
like the ideal scientific student-never without a note book. 
When he writes, he is to be seen in the midst of a confusion 
of note-books, lying open upon his desk, his knee, or the floor. 
He culls thoughts from them all, antl weaves the stray bits into 
the ueautiful whole of an essay. You all know these essays, 
and none of us are competent to criticise them. 
But the keen essayist is growing old. Seventy-six years 
of his life have ueen told. These years have been tilled to the 
brim with earnest work and thought, and now the worker and 
thinker feels as if his work were nearly done, and is ready to 
leave it when the call comes. From his poem," Terminus," 
written twelve years ago, we quote the following lines, which 
show forth clearly their author's abiding faith that all is well 
with him: 
"It is time to be old, 
To take in sail:-
The god of bounds, 
vVho sets to seas a shore, 
Came to me in his fatal rounds, 
And said: 'No more! 
No farther spread 
Thy broad, ambitious branches, and thy root. 
Fancy departs: no more invent, 
Contract thy firmament 
'ro con1.vass of a tent. 
There's not enough for this and that, 
Make thy option which of two; 
Economize the failing river, 
Not the less revere tile Giver, 
Leave the many and hold the few. 
Timely wise, accept the terms, 
Soften the fall with wary foot; 
A little while 
Still plan and smile, 
And, fault of novel germs, 
Mature the unfallen fruit. 
Curse, if thou wilt, thy sires, 
Bad hnsbands of their fires, 
Who, when they gave thee breath, 
Failed to uequeath 
The needful sinew stark as one, 
'rhe Baresark marrow to thy bones, 
But left a legacy of ebbing veins, 
Inconstant heat and nerveless reins,-
Amid the Muses, left thee deaf and dumb, 
Amid the gladiators, halt and numb.' 
As the bird trims her to the gale, 
I trim myself to the storm of Time, 
I man the rudder, reef the sail, 
Obey the voice at eve obeyed at prime: 
'Lowly faithful. banish fear, 
Right onward drive unharmed; 
The port, well worth the cruise, is near, 
And every wave is charmed.'" M. C. 
Minutes are more than jewels; they are the stuff that life is 
made of; they are diamond stepping-stones to wisdom, useful-
ness, and wealth; the ladder to Heaven. 
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WE DESIRE to call especial attention to the article on the 
first page-" Agricultural College,-a Misnomer." It urges the 
necessity of finding a better name for this class of institutions, 
and founds its argument on no less authority than the report 
of the Bureau of Education for 1871. Some very interesting and 
important facts concerning this and other Agricultural Colleges 
are presented, and if the article could be read by the whole 
state, many erroneous views would be corrected, and the true 
work and objects of these colleges would be better understood. 
THE SUBJECT of religion in schools, and especially the 
religious influence of certain colleges upon their students, justly 
demands attention. A good many fault-finµing newspaper arti-
cles and far more so-called sermons are spread through the 
country, nearly all of which have their only foundation in some 
fertile imagination or some hearsay report. We believe the 
denominational colleges are generally recognized as exerting a 
healthful Christian influence upon their students, and yet we 
have heard even them severely criticised for allowing skeptieal 
influences to creep in, which they have no power to keep out. 
But against state institutions and scientific schools and their 
supposed skeptical tendencies, is discharged a fusillade from 
every class, "from the little pop-gun of the wit, to the great 
bomb-shell of the pulpit." Were all these attacks based upon 
real knowledge of facts. we should not complain. 
We have no way of ascertaining the condition of other 
schools, but glean from one of our exchanges that fully one-
half the students in the various American colleges are profess-
ing Christians. Of these, far the largest percentage is, of 
course, in denominational colleges, because to such a large 
majority of Christian parents send their children. The free-
thinking and unbelieving classes very naturally keep away from 
denominational schools, and gather at those under no sectarian 
control and under the least religious influence. If, then, there are 
unchristian influences at colleges, they are far the greatest at 
state institutions and non-sectarian schools, and denomina-
tional schools are relieved of the presence of those who would 
create in them an irreligious atmosphere. 
The largest proportion of Christians in any college in the 
United States is said to be at Oberlin, Ohio, where ninety per 
cent of the students profess religion; the smallest we have 
heard of is at Harvard-about twenty-five per cent. Ont own 
College shows not far from thirty per cent. The three higher 
classes, according to as accurate statistics as could be procured, 
present the following figures on religious matters: 
Believe. Do rwt believe. Profess. Do rwt profess. 
Senior, 21 0 8 13 
Junior, 24 3 9 18 
Sophomore, 38 4 12 30 
Of the Freshmen and sub-Freshmen we were unable to 
obtain complete information. Not far from eighty of them 
have reported that they believe i11 religion, and four or five that 
they do not, while others are undecided; from twenty-five to 
thirty profess religion. 
Profess religion, Believe in religion, 
per cent. per coot. , 
Seniors, 38 100 
Juniors, 33¼ 89 
Sop_homores, 28½ 90 
Of those who believe in religion, about fifty report their 
belief strengthened while here, and one that it has been weak-
ened-the rest remaining unchanged. Of those who do not 
believe in religio11, everyone brought his belief here with him, 
not one acquiring it while here. On ihe other hand, we can 
name one or two instances within the past year or so of stu-
dents changing from radical disbelievers in religion and the 
Bible to active, professing Christians. 
We know that classes may differ much originally. One 
class may be eminently Christian, while another is as eminently 
skeptical; but as much reliability can be placed in figures in 
this instance, as in similar figures concerning illiteracy, crime, 
etc. To get at the real tendency would require statistics of sev-
eral years. But these figures, if they show anything, show that 
the longer students stay here, the larger is the per cent that 
believe and profess religion. As to whether this has always 
been the case we know not; we kuow of no previous statistics. 
It is our opinion that in past years ·some have become skeptical 
while attending the College, and perhaps others may likewise 
become disbelievers in the future. But what does this prove? Do 
not people of similar age, and in as large numbers, become skep-
tics all over the world? Have not the sons of the most pious 
divines turned out the most pronounced infidels? In our opin-
ion, it is a very weak, sickly, cringing religion that cannot stand 
the light of intelligence without backsliding. 'rhe more true 
religion is illuminPd and adorned by knowledge, the more firm 
and sincere it becomes. If a young man's religion is over-
turned by the study of God's works in the sciences while in col-
lege, what would become of such religion in an average life in 
the world? If skeptical influences in college (arid such influ-
ences do exist in college and out,) kill his faith, would such faith 
survive the skeptical influences of the world? We think that, 
even in a scientific school where infidelity is not actually taught 
-and we know of no school where it is-the tendencies toward 
a belief in God, Christ, and a broad religion, far outweigh the 
tendencies toward skepticism. We believe-are sure-that the 
tendency of our college is toward Christianity~ we are sorry 
this tendency is no stronger. If the press and people would 
always spread truthful reports concerning us, instead of repre~ 
senting that this College is a sort of elysium for infidels, the 
Christian influence would be greater. We know of young 
Christians, desiring to come here, who remaine\l at home, 
because made to believe that they could not study here without 
giving up their Christian hope. An influential newspaper 
recently spoke of the appointment of a minister to a professor-
ship here. in such a way as to convey the idea that he would be 
a missionary coming among heathen. We ghtdly welcome 
Christian professors to our College, for we need a greater relig-
ious impulse; and we trust that we may, at least, cease to give 
cause for apprehension to the good people of the state concern-
ing the morals and beliefs of their children who are our stu-
dents. 
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SCIENTIFIC. 
SLEEP. 
"Blest be the man who first invented sleep, 
So Sancho Panza says," 
And so would seem to say the tired student, when the noisy tri-
angle awakens him to a sense of another day's duties. Thought, 
ful minds from the days of Hippocrates have been engaged 
with the subject of sl6ep and its phenomena. How, and what 
is it r Wordsworth defines sleep as,-
" 'fhe twinkling of oblivion." 
While the immortal Shakspeare says,-
" The birth of each day's life, sore labor's path." 
Sleep is a repose of the animal system, or a suspension of 
nervous and muscular activity rendered necessary for the 
reparation of the vital powers. The little child awakens after 
sleeping its ten or twelve hours believing that it has merely 
opened and closed its eyes, so perfect has been its sleep. Per-
fect sleep is only in the possession of childhood, and, too, as the 
child loses all consciousness, as for the time all the senses are 
closed, we may say sound sleep is the nearest approach to 
death. So that the nearest approach to actual death in sleep, is 
really the evidence of strongest life. In sleep the mental fac-
ulties are more or less suspended. 'fhere is more or less complete 
closing of the external senses, yet any mechanical disturbance, 
as sound or motion differing from the ordinary impressi,m made 
at all times, will easily dissipate it. Sleep in this respect differs 
from the torpor of narcotic poisons or apoplectic coma. After 
twelve to sixteen hours of wakefulness the system feelt> the 
need of sleep, and in the young, where growth and decay of tis-
sues are more rapid than in the old, we find more sleep 
needed. 
'fhe nervous system of man is divided into two subordinate 
systems which I will designate as the cerebra-spinal and the 
organic systems. The cerebra-spinal comprises the brain and 
spinal cord and controls the voluntary muscles; by it we are en-
abled to control our waking actions. The organic or sym phathetic 
system controls the vital organs-the respiratory and digest-
ive apparatus, heart, etc. In sleep the cerebra-spinal system 
sleeps, while the organic system retains its activity, and while 
the mind and voluntary muscles are resting, theorganicnervous 
system, like a faithful sentinel. watches over the vital func-
tions. Many eminent men have advanced theories, as to the 
cause of sleep. The old physiologists regarded sleep as due to 
an exhaustion of the " nervous fluid." According to their theory, 
during sleep the "nervous fluid" collects in the brain and ner-
vous centres, and when these nervous tissues are thus recharged 
the body is rested and ready for work. This theory assumes a 
fluid of which it can tell us nothing, and the existence of which 
it cannot prove, so that the primary step in the hypothesis is 
hypothetical. Another theory advanced by some is that sleep 
is due to a diminished flow of blood to the brain, this diminu-
tion being due to a nervous contraction of the arteries supplying 
the brain with blood. It is a well-known fact that when any of 
the blood flowing to the brain is cut off, it causes a correspond-
ing drowsiness; and when almost suspended, sleep or rather 
unconsciousness, follows. But this theory would suppose that 
the nerves supplying these arteries are more active during sleep 
than during wakefulness. Thus supposing that the centres of 
organ'ic life which supply these nerves instead of sharing the gen-
eral fatigue incident to hard work and wakefulness, rather be-
come the more active, which idea is contrary to all that we know 
of the natural functions. Another theory is that of pressure: that 
fluids which accumulate in the cavity of the cranium, by pro-
ducing pressure upon the brain, cause sleep. Now pressure from 
without or within, as by accident or apoplexy, will produce a, 
comatose condition resembling sleep. 
But during sleep we know that the !Jrain is almost entirely 
bloodless, and all observation would go to prove that sleep is not 
due to pressure. Still another eminent physician claims that 
sleep is due to an" actirnl change of the condition of the brain 
molecules themselves." When cold is applied steadily to any 
part of the body it gradually becomes num~ and finally loses 
sensibility; it is asleep. Now, by gradually applying cold to the 
exposed brains of pigeons, sleep, natural, and sound, can be pro-
duced at will; but the ditliculty of performing such experiments, 
and the many outside influences at work to render these failures, 
will, I think, hardly warrant our drawing such conclusions. Dur-
ing sleep the temperture of the body falls about 1½0 ]'., and 
hence the need of covering to prevent chilliness. Sleep is, 
needed after twelve oi· sixteen hours of wakefulness. But the. 
will has such control over the drowsy powers that through it 
we are able to postpone the sleep for some time longer; when how-
ever fatigue has reached the maximum, sleep, at any cost inter-
venes and often the over-worked individual will fal I asleep at his 
post. The soldier or sailor, the engineer or machinist, the nurse, 
or martyr on the rack, will all sleep in spite of the fear of death 
or the sense of duty. Unusual mental strain will retard sleep, but 
with a loss of nervous energy, and requires a period of repose 
proportionally long. 'fhe smallest sleepers have generally been 
the men of the greatest mental activity. llut while Frederick 
the Great, Napoleon Bonaparte, John Hunter, and a few 
others, needed only five hours sleep the great majority of us 
need from seven to ten hours to keep us in health. X. 
EFFECTS OF ELECTRICITY ON ANIMAL LIFE. 
Among the researches of modern science none have been of 
greater importance than those of the strange effects of electric-
ity on the animal. It was nearly a century ago when Galvani 
discovered thaL the muscles of animals experience contraction 
when in contact with certain metals. Upon this fact he !Juilt 
up a theory that the contact merely called out the discharge of 
a fluid inherent in the animals themselves. The fact was not 
disputed, but the explanation was contestrd. A vast number 
of experiments were made, and a lively discussion followed in 
all the schools of physiology. His opponents were many, but 
the most remarkable of them, was Volta, who maintained" that 
the electricity which prouuces contraction, far from originating 
in the organs, is introduced by the metals used in the process. 
They were both men of distinguished genius, and advanced 
nothing heedlessly. "'fheir discoveries were the point of depar-
ture for one of the most remarkable movements in the history 
of science "-a movement which is still most active. It resulted 
!Jut yesterday in clearly proving Galvani and Volta both right. 
Science of to-day proves that there is an electricity peculiar to 
animals, as Galvani declared. It also decides that electricity 
produced from external causes has an influence on animals as 
Volta taught. 
The best examples of inherent electricity are seen in the 
fishes. 'fhe Torpedo, the Ray, the 0-ymnot,us, and several oth-
ers, develop rlectncity spontaneously .. This fluid is identical 
with that of electrical machines, producing like sparks and 
shocks at a certain tension. The apparatus for its formation 
consists of small disks of a peculiar substance, while fine nerve 
fibers are scattered over their surfaces. These fishes are the 
only animals, so far as known, that have an apparatus for devel-
oping electricity; but in the organs of all animals there is con-
stantly forming a certain quantity of electric fluid. 
A nerve filament touching a muscle in such a manner as to 
form a circuit, will cause the muscle to contract, proving the 
presence of a nerve current. Experiments equally as simple 
prove the existence of a muscular current. A perfect !Jattery 
can be formed of slices of muscle. lleside these, there are cur-
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rents produced between the outer and inner surfaces of the 
skin, in the blood, and, in truth, throughout the whole 
organism. 
According to Becquerel, who devoted years of hard study 
and activity to this subject, "two solutions of different nature, 
both conductors of electricity separated by a membrane, com-
pose an electro-chemic circuit." Then if we reflect on anatomi-· 
cal elements of the various tissues, cells, and tubes, in their con-
nection with the fluids that moisten them, we find that they 
give rise to an infinite 1mmber of pairs c01istantly evolving 
Electricity. He explains by means of these facts many physi-
ological phenomena hitherto imperfectly understood. Yet the 
theories of how these are combined together and how they act 
upon each other, is far from being clear or precise. But there is 
reason to hope that experimental physiology will attack these 
difficult problems, the solution of which is necessary for accu-
rate knowledge of organic movements. 
The atmosphere contains a varying quantity of positive 
electricity. The earth is constantly charged with negative 
electricity. It is not known how these silent forces originate or 
act, but it is known that whenever it accumulates in the clouds 
and gives rise to storms, it produces effects that are the proofs 
of the influence exerted over life by electricity. 'fhe effects of 
artificial electricity are no less distinct. It decomposes the salts, 
coagulates the alburninoid elements of the blood and tissues just 
as it does in the laboratory. It exerts an influence on the whole 
nutritive system. Legros found that ascending eurrents quicken 
the two-fold movements of assimilation and dissimilation. If 
young individuals in growing are subjected to the action of the 
current, they grow tall and large more quickly than under ordi-
nary circumstances, furnishing the proof of an increase in the 
quantity of substance assimilated. 
Aldini first made the experiments on the motor system and 
on sensibility. Convinced that the proper study of the effects of 
electricity on the organs, required the hnman body to be taken at 
the.immediate instant after the extinction of life, he took his place 
at the scaffold and there subjected the freshly beheaded criminals 
to electric action. The face contracted in frightful grimaces. 
All the limbs were seized with violent convulsions. The bodies 
seemed to feel the stir of resurrection and an impulse to spring 
to the feet. 
At Glasgow, Ure made some noted experiments on the body 
of a criminal. One of the poles of a battery of 270 pairs being 
connected with the seventh rib and with one of the nerves of 
the neck, the chest rose and fell and the abdomen underwent 
the same motion as in breathing. On touching a nerve of the 
eyelid at the same time with one of the heel, the muscles of the 
face contracted, while "rage, horror, and despair united with 
fearful grins, in.hideous expression on the dead man's face." 
Later researches have precisely fixed the conditions of this 
influence of electricity upon the muscles. Continuous currents 
led directly to these organs produce contractions at the moment 
of opening and closing the circuit. Muscular contraction 
effected in such a case is attended by a local rise of temperature 
proportioned to the force and length of the electric; action. It is 
due to muscular contraction which is always accompanied by a 
disengagement of heat. 
Electricity stimulates all the organs of sense. The currents 
not only act on the cerebro-spinal nerves and the muscles con-
cerned in life as related outwardly, but affect also the parts of 
the nervous and muscular systems devoted to the functions of 
nutritive life. 
These physiological phenomena are usually confounded with 
the facts of electro-medical treatment. The most thorough 
knowledge is essential for the physician who would make the 
electric current serviceable. The cause of so many failures in 
experiments is due more to the unskillful experimenters than to 
the method itself. Since the days of Galvani and Volta phy-
sicians have used galvanism in treatment of disease. Early in 
the century galvanic medicine was much talked of and was 
supposed to be the universal panacea, but after the first excite-
ment gradually fell into disuse. Due to the perseverance of men 
of modern science, it has at last taken a stand on a true, firm 
foundation. Experiment proves that under certain circum-
stances the electric current contracts the vessels and thus slacks 
the flow of blood. A great number of disorders are caused by 
too rapid a flow of blood-by what are known as congestions. 
Some forms of delirium and brain excitement are thus marked 
and these are en tin iy cured by the application of the elec-
tric current to the head. For this reason disorders seated 
in the brain are peculiarly amenable to electric treatment 
and when carefully applied, it is remedial in brain fevers, 
mental delirium, headache and sleeplessness. Physioians 
who firat employed the current were aware of its i~flu-
ence on the brain and even thought of utilizing it in treatm_ent 
of insanity. Experiments in that direction have not been con-
tinued, yet in spite of facts published by Heffelsheim to the 
contrary it is thought that continuous electric currents may 
some day yield a point in brain diseasf's which will be worth 
the attention of phy:sicians for the insane. 
In cases of paralysis more than any other, electricity dis-
plays all its healing power. Paralysis occurs whenever the 
motor nerves are separated from the nervous centers by any 
injuring cause and this dise.1se is entirely curable by electric 
treatment. When the motor nerves are in a morbid state of 
excitement, the normal activity of orga1is can be restored by 
currents. They act on rheumatism, modifying the circulation, 
quieting and stimulating. They are used with great advantage 
in such disorder as St. Vitus's dance and Hysteria. It affords 
a powerful means of restoring vitality when suspended by any 
cause. Physicians have succeeded in restoring life by this 
means after the animals had seemingly undergone all the pro-
cesses of drowning. 
There is now forming and increasing development along-
side of the medicinal use of bodies, a medicinal use of force. 
The first experimenters "'ho studied the action of galvanic 
electricity on dead bodies and saw them recover motion and 
even an appearance of sensation supposed they had touched the 
secret of life. But reflection over all these facts reveals the 
thorough illusiveness of such a hope. L. 
IS CHLORINE A COMPOUND BODY? 
Professors Meyer and Victt,r, of the Zurich Polytechnic, 
have just been experimenting with chlorine gas, and have been 
led to doubt the elementary nature of that substance. Their 
experiments led them to infer that two molecules of chlorine at 
temperatures above 1,200° C. break up into three molecules. 
Next came the question-Does this arise from an alteration 
of the molecular constitution of chlorine, or from an actual 
decomposition into new gases; in other words, is chlorine an 
element'i Thereupon the expanded chlorine gas was slowly 
caused to stream into a fluid that absorbs chlorine. Potassa, 
iodide of potassium and mercury were all used for the purpose, 
and with the same result-a gas accumulated in the measuring 
tube that was not chlorine, but oxygen. Chlorine was thereby 
proved to be not an element, but an oxide of some new element. 
A number of careful investigations were then made to be sure 
that the chlorine used was absolutely pure and dry.but with the 
same result. The new element,hypothetically called Murium,has 
not yet been isolated, but the learned professors are carrying.out 
the important investigation with all diligence, so that doubtless 
in the course of a few weeks we shall hear more of this new 
body. That chlorine is an oxygen compound is not altogether a 
new idea. Sir Humphrey Davy, after his celebrated discoveries 
of the compound nature of soda and potass, surmised that chlo-
rine, iodine and bromine were likewise oxygen compounds.-
New York Tribune. 
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HASH on TOAST ! 
Wendling-September 20. 
Time to read the bulletin board! 
Strange-no atheistic Seniors this year! 
Look about for our half-fledged professors! 
During his debate on the Indian question, an animated speaker 
said, " During vacation I visited a reservation, and while there an 
old Indian offered me two ponies and a papoose for my horse." 
Wonder ifhe took the latter. 
"Almost every young lady is public-spirited enough to have her 
father's house used as a court-house." 
Our Proctor affirms that actual experience has only revealed 
to him the cases not included by the" almost." 
A Sophomore chemist, wishing to remove some acid from his 
Have you seen the Pr~sident's new house lately? clothes, wandered into a friend's room in search of ammonia, but as 
Why is our Literary Editor like a scientist? Because he spec- he had none, he kindly proffered the use of his bay-rum, which said 
ializes. chemist received with the most profuse thanks. 
A Freshman defines nothing as "something he don't know any-
thing about." 
,v as it a Senior who, when challenged, bravely chose "fists at 
nine paces?" 
Hurrah! our butter was strong enough t? carry off first honors 
at the State Fair. 
The new College Statement is soon to be issued, laws and all. 
Keep a sharp look:out for it. 
A bright, sunshiny Sub. says they study Cresar, Virgil and 
Latin at the State University. 
A certain Soph. was, one evening, trying to tell how unwell he 
felt, and summed up by saying, "I have a general ability." 
Those of our students who left school to avoid the diphtheria, 
returned some time since, and were gladly welcomed by all. 
Wanted: By the Farm Superintendent, the six chickens so 
carefully feel up for the State Fair. Liberal reward offered! 
Surprise beyond measure was manifested by those Juniors who 
·were "set down on" out in the vineyard one night quite recently. 
"What is nothing?" asks an aspiring student. "A man sitting 
on a can of nitro-glycerine, which has been struck with a croquet 
mallet." 
Query: If the Sophomores have a D~well on their hands, and 
no Friends, while there is a Man-war(r)ing against them, what will 
be their fate? 
An eloquent Political Economist says: "Solomon had lumber, 
and the other man (then living) had linseed (?) oil." He was illus-
trating barter. 
All persons interested in the state of the weather for some 
months to come should apply to the College Weather Agent, J. R. 
McKim, for information. 
A Junior recently, on presenting a very enthusiastic plea for 
military drill, spoke of infantry tactics and ca?vary tactics. Isn't it 
a little late for the latter kind? 
One of our Senior tables had some corn for dinner, which was 
K-nawed (I) by the Robbins. Also, although early in the season, 
some Frost-bitten tomatoes, gathered from an open Field. 
Not long ago, one of our Freshmen, who was admiring the cat-
tle, began to enumerate the excellences of a gentleman cow, as he 
supposed, but was considerably surprised to find that it was not that 
kind of a cow. 
A star debater, in a flight of eloquence, asks, "Will Grant's 
name be Green after his death?" Then, branchin~ off to Webste!', 
affirms that "he was eloquent-and a very nice speaker." He was a 
"lover of learning." 
An intelligent E,oph. seeks to aid (?) the reform in mthography, 
as is evident from his notes on Stock-Breeding, by putting romp for 
rump, phlanx for flanks, and buttox for buttocks-and, it may be 
presumed, coalt for colt. 
As a certain lecturer on Biology approached the close of his lec-
ture, he seemed very animated, as he briskly ran his fingers through 
his hair, and wound up with: "And such is the case with some 
four-footed quadrupeds." 
Sulphur was being burnt as a disinfectant. 
V. "John, this makes us think of our future home, doesn't 
it?" 
John. "I should think of it, if I believed as you do." 
A certain young lady said to the gent. sitting by her in the din-
ing hall, "I am sorry it rains, for it makes me so lonesome." The 
remark had the desired effect-they occupied a chair, perhaps two, 
in the rear of the chapel that \)Vening during recreation hour. 
Although the mornings and evenings are cool, our fireman 
makes the building as comfortable as any room can be in which the 
fire is controlled by the occupant. This is for the benefit of those 
who fo11nd so much fault with the "authorities" last spring. 
Don't get impatient, gentlemen and ladies, for the first series 
of dissertations is only two.thirds out. We are sorry for you, but 
our friends, the Faculty, say you must listen to them. Now is the 
time for you to gather up a great amouni of scientific(?) informa-
tion. 
Talk about good butter, but that which W. W. Wheeler, of the 
I. A. C. creamery, had on exhibition at the State Fair was plump, 
hard, and yellow as gold, well deserving the first premium, as the 
committee also thought. 
We'll take a drink of cream, if you please. 
We heartily thank the State Register for the manner in which 
it defended the cadets from the unjust attacks of the Leader, which 
any person of ordinary intelligence will admit are too low for a 
respectable paper to indulge in. If the Leader wishes "reform," it 
should set a better example. 
Illustrations of the linguistic depravity of scientific men: The 
other day one of" our best professor~ gave utterance two or three 
times in the same lecture to the expression, "A ox," etc. Another 
habitually pronounces l-a-y-e-r to rhyme with hair. Still another. 
makes idea rhyme with my dear I 
Prof. "Can a man see without eyes?" 
Student. " Yes, sir! " 
Prof. (in great astonishment). "Pray, how do you make that 
out?" 
Stitdent (very gravely). "One is always sufficient." 
The following numbers of the AURORA are needed to make a 
complete file for the Library. Those who can furnish them will 
confer a favor by leaving them at the Library. 
1873-June and November; 1875-July and November; 1876-
May; 1877-:May; 1878-November. J. K. MACOMBER. 
Among the wind mills at tlie State Fair, we recognized Prof. 
Thomson's, whic.h was decidedly different from all the rest. In the 
center is a cone, projecting windward, which throws the 
wind, that would otherwise pass through, upon the vanes, thus 
allowing no waste of force. It ran very nicely-by many it was 
called the best on the grounds. 
At the recent Van Buren county Republican convention some 
"learned," "_intelligent," "philanthropic," and "truly great" dele-
gate introduced a resolution to abolish the State University, Agricul-
tural College, and all charitable institutions. We are happy to add, 
for the credit of the county, the convention had the good sense to 
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table the resolution by a solid vote. Why should the aforesaid dele- '78. Miss Ellen Rice is principal of the La Porte City schools 
gate have thus unwittingly attempted to deprive himself of a retreat for the coming year. The town is to be congratulated on securing 
in his declining years? 
Yes, we went to the Fair, and had a" time." Through the kind-
ness of the R. R. officials, the cadets and College band secured half 
rates on the "Gauge." A long train was made up, and about eight 
o'clock Wednesday morning we started from Ames with two engines• 
The first grade made, we boomed along at a fine rate, arriving at 
Des Moines in about two hours. Forming north of the Capital Uity 
Hotel, the company marched to the Aborn House, led by the band. 
Here a halt was made, and, after music, the Governor addressed us 
in his own pleasing manner. Three cheers were given, and we 
moved off for the depot, and by such a rush as we made for the 
depot, and that only, we secured scats for the fair-grounds. After an 
hour's rapid(?) transit, we accomplished the three and a half miles 
intervening between the city and park, and entered the promised 
land. We were escorted by the Marshalltown band to the Presi-
dent's office, where, after saluting him, ex-Governor Kirkwood 
extended us a warm welcome in an appropriate speech. After stack-
ing arms and setting a guard, we disbanded, having the privilege of 
the grounds. We came-to find the Fair, and we found it spread 
out after the fashion of a microscopic section; we saw-aided by 
the Register's full page of enthusiasm; but we were conquered-by 
the dust, which rose in blinding clouclR and enveloped all with its 
tllick mantle. Financially the fair was highly successful, but it was 
behind former years in variety of display. 
PERSONALS. 
'77. W. N. Hunt was among the August visitors at the College. 
'80. Miss Emma Tummel paid a visit to her many friends at 
the College the other day. 
'78. Geo. W. Wilson is principal ofthe schools of Cambridge, 
Story Co., for the ensuing term. 
'79. Miss Hattie B. Hess is teacller in the Grammar Depart-
ment of the Morning Sun schools. 
'73. Abe Roberts is now employing his editorial talent on one 
of the Colorado Springs (Col.) papers. 
'76. Miss Marion Aitken, weary of wandering alone and unpro-
tected, now feels secure as Mrs. Marion A. Brown. 
'77. Miss Cora Keith paid her friends at the I. A. C. a recent 
visit, reminding them forcibly of the "auld lang syne." 
'76. A. E. Hitchcock enters the Law School of the State Uni-
versity, Iowa City, at the opening_of the year of 1879-80. 
such a teacher as Miss Rice. 
'78. Richard Burke has recently been elected principal of the 
public schools of Delta, Keokuk county, for the coming year. We 
understand it is a good position, and Mr. Burke will prove that an 
able and faithful man has been selected to fill it. 
'80. We have the pleasure of announcing the recent marriage 
of Miss May Moore and Mr. Avery McCune, of Cedar county. w·e 
learn that they will make their future h_ome at Ames, wher1: Mr. M. 
has arranged to open soon a large boot and shoe store. 
- '72. Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Hayward recently spent Saturday and 
Sunday with the family of Prof. Stanton. Mr. Hayward became 
county surveyor of Hancock county soon after leaving school,·and has 
for some years been editor of the Hancock Signa-l. 
'79. We think it not generally known among the students that 
Mr. H. Osborn has for some months held a position on the editorial 
staff of the Western Stock Journal and Farrner, a large and 
highly prized agricultural paper. He conducts the Entomological 
Department. 
Hon. George R. Wendling will deliver his remarkable lecture 
on "Ingersollism from a Secular Standpoint," at the College, on Sat-
urday evening, September 20. No one should fail to hear this prince 
among orators. 
Prof. Knapp has, we understand, accepted the position tendered 
him by the Board of Trustees-Professor of Practical and Experimen-
tal Agriculture. We feel like congratulating ourselves on securing 
him, as he was at the same time tendered a chair in the Indiana 
Agricultural College, and also the presidency of the Kansas Agri-
cultural College. 
We learn of the recent death, at Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
of Hon. Richard Gaines, formerly of Fairfield, Iowa. · He was a 
member of the first Board of Trustees of our College, as well as the 
first Superintendent of the farm. By his persistent personal efforts 
he was largely instrumental in securing, through the influence 
of Senator Harlan, the Congressional grant which has since made 
the Institution almost self~sustaining. 
OBITUARY. 
For the second time in the history of our College, the 
shadow of death has been in our very midst, and under its 
darkness faded one of our fairest flowers. May Sabin had been 
among us only a short time, but her many lovable qualities 
endeared her to all. Cheerful, kind-hearted, and affectionate, 
it could not be otherwise. Silent halls and sorrowful faces 
'82. M. D. Lessenger, one of the best members of his class, has attested the sincerity of the grief caused by her loss. Her ill-
succumbed to woman's wiles, and taken to himself a wife. 
'80. T. B. Hanley was recently nominated by the Prohibition-
ists of Scott county for the lower house of the Legislature. 
'79. Miss Clara Kellogg made glad her clas~mates and friends 
by stopping a clay at the College on her way home from the State 
Fair. 
'73. John ,Vhitten, a member of his class in '69 and '70, was 
nominated for county auditor by the Van Buren county Repub-
licans. 
'76. A. B. Shaw, of Tipton, Iowa, has been nominated by the 
Republican county convention as candidate for county surveyor of 
Cedar county. 
'77. We learn tlrnt J. B. Hungerford, editor of the Morning 
Sun Sentinel, has been chosen principal of the schools of that place 
for the coming year. 
'81. C. W. Dennis has left College to take charge of the school 
at Mormontown, Iowa, for a term of six months. Don't "spoil the 
rod and spare the child." 
'79. T. V. Hoggatt was the successful candidate at the recent 
competitive examination of candidates for the U.S. Naval Academy. 
He goes to Annapolis for the final examination. 
ness was of short duration, and, though its dangerous character 
kept her young friends from her bedside, she received the ten-
derest care and the most devoted attenion. At the last, loving 
parents were beside her, and her life ended as it had been lived, in 
peace. 
She is gone! Youthful, beautiful and true, seemingly so well 
fitted to enjoy au earthly life, we cannot but believe that she 
was gladly welcomed to a heavenly one. And though the home 
made desolate by her death can never quite be restored to its 
wonted cheerfulness and the hearts that mourn for her can 
never quite be comforted, we realize fully-" T'is better to have 
loved and lost, than never to have loved at all," and we know 
that in God's good wisdom her life was not liveq in vain. 
The Cliolian society, of which she was. a member, adopted 
the following resolution of sympathy: 
WHEREAS, our beloved member, :May Sabin, has been taken 
from among us by death, be it,-
Resolved; That we, the members of the Cliolian Society, do 
hereby tender to her bereaved parents our heart-felt sympathy 
in their affliction. 
M. CLEAVER, ) 
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